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A PASSAGE THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Year One 

First Quarter: “In The Beginning” 
1. Creation (Genesis 1-2) 
2. Sin (Genesis 3-4) 
3. Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6-10) 
4. Promises to Abraham (Genesis 11-12, 15-18) 
5. Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 13-14, 18-19) 
6. Abraham, Sarah and Isaac (Genesis 20-24) 
7. Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25-28, 32-33, 36) 
8. Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29-31, 34-35) 
9. Joseph Sold Into Slavery (Genesis 37-38) 
10. Joseph Imprisoned (Genesis 39) 
11. Joseph Interprets Dreams (Genesis 40-41) 
12. Providence (Genesis 42-45) 
13. Reunited (Genesis 46-50) 

Second Quarter: “From Egypt to Canaan” 
1. Call of Moses (Exodus 1-5) 
2. The Nine Plagues (Exodus 6-10) 
3. The Passover (Exodus 11-13) 
4. Crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 14-18) 
5. The Ten Commandments (Exodus 19-31) 
6. The Golden Calf (Exodus 32-40) 
7. Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 1-10) 
8. Holy Living (Leviticus 11-27) 
9. Leaving Sinai for Canaan (Numbers 1-10) 
10. Loyalty and Disloyalty (Numbers 11-21) 
11. Balaam and Balak (Numbers 22-36) 
12. Moses’s Review (Deuteronomy 1-4) 
13. Moses’s Final Charge (Deuteronomy 5-34) 

Third Quarter: “Taming Canaan”  
1. Entrance Into The Land (Joshua 1-4) 
2. Jericho (Joshua 5-6) 
3. Ai and Other Conquests (Joshua 7-21) 
4. Covenant Matters (Joshua 22-24) 
5. Failure to Drive Out Canaanites (Judges 1-2) 
6. Deborah and Other Judges (Judges 3-5) 
7. Gideon (Judges 6-9) 
8. Jephthah (Judges 10-12) 
9. Samson and Delilah (Judges 13-16) 
10. Tribal Depravity (Judges 17-21) 
11. The Courtship of Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 1-4) 
12. Samuel’s Beginnings (First Samuel 1-3) 
13. The Ark of the Covenant (First Samuel 4-6) 

Fourth Quarter: “The Throne of David” 
1. Institution of the Monarchy (First Samuel 7-12) 
2. The Reign of Saul Begins (First Samuel 13-16) 
3. David and Goliath (First Samuel 17) 
4. Saul Persecutes David (First Samuel 18-20) 
5. David’s Flight and Fight (First Samuel 21-24) 
6. Abigail and David (First Samuel 25) 
7. Saul’s Downfall (First Samuel 26-28) 
8. David’s Rise (First Samuel 29-31) 
9. David Becomes King (Second Samuel 1-5) 
10. David’s Successes (Second Samuel 6-10) 
11. David and Bathsheba (Second Samuel 11-12) 
12. Absalom’s Rebellion (Second Samuel 13-19) 
13. David’s Decline (Second Samuel 20-24)  

Year Two 

First Quarter: “Israel and Judah” 
1. David’s Demise (First Kings 1-2) 
2. Solomon’s Splendor (First Kings 3-10) 
3. Solomon’s Demise (First Kings 11) 
4. Rehoboam and Jeroboam (First Kings 12-16) 
5. Elijah (First Kings 17-19) 
6. Ahab and Jezebel (First Kings 20-22) 
7. Elisha (Second Kings 1-4, 6) 
8. Naaman the Leper (Second Kings 5) 
9. Bloody Reigns (Second Kings 7-12) 
10. Fall of Israel (Second Kings 13-17) 
11. Hezekiah (Second Kings 18-21) 
12. Josiah (Second Kings 22-23) 
13. Fall of Judah (Second Kings 24-25) 

Second Quarter: “The Major Prophets” 
1. The Book of Isaiah (Part 1) 
2. The Book of Isaiah (Part 2) 
3. The Book of Isaiah (Part 3) 
4. The Book of Jeremiah (Part 1) 
5. The Book of Jeremiah (Part 2) 
6. The Book of Jeremiah (Part 3) 
7. The Book of Lamentations 
8. The Book of Ezekiel (Part 1) 
9. The Book of Ezekiel (Part 2) 
10. The Book of Ezekiel (Part 3) 
11. The Book of Daniel (Part 1) 
12. The Book of Daniel (Part 2) 
13. The Book of Daniel (Part 3) 

Third Quarter: “The Minor Prophets” 
1. The Book of Joel 
2. The Book of Jonah 
3. The Book of Amos 
4. The Book of Hosea 
5. The Book of Micah 
6. The Book of Zephaniah 
7. The Book of Nahum 
8. The Book of Habakkuk 
9. The Book of Obadiah 
10. The Book of Haggai 
11. The Book of Zechariah 
12. The Book of Malachi 
13. Review 

Fourth Quarter: “Wisdom Literature & Post-Exile” 
1. The Book of Psalms 
2. The Book of Proverbs 
3. The Book of Job (Part 1) 
4. The Book of Job (Part 2) 
5. The Book of Ecclesiastes 
6. The Song of Solomon 
7. The Book of Esther (Part 1) 
8. The Book of Esther (Part 2) 
9. The Book of Ezra (Part 1) 
10. The Book of Ezra (Part 2) 
11. The Book of Nehemiah (Part 1) 
12. The Book of Nehemiah (Part 2) 
13. Intertestamental Period  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Lesson 1: Institution of the Monarchy
First Samuel 7-12 and First Chronicles 1-9

1. What was separating Israel from God (First Samuel 7:1-12)? How did 
Israel obey Samuel’s advice? 

Israel’s idolatry separated her from God. Israel put away the foreign gods 
and Ashteroths when they decided to serve God only and from the heart. 

2. What was the significance of the Ebenezer? 

It means “Thus far the Lord has helped us” and indicates God’s protection 
of penitent Israel when the enemy threatened. 

3. What did Samuel have in common with Samson and Deborah (7:13-17)? 

They were all judges in Israel, military and political leaders. Samuel was a 
more spiritual leader than any other judge, though. 

4. What was wrong with Joel and Abijah (8:1-9)? What did Israel ask as a 
remedy? How did God react to their request? 

The sons of Samuel, made judges over Israel in their father’s old age, did 
not walk in his habits, but took bribes, sought dishonest gain and perverted 
justice. They asked for a king to judge them like all the other nations. He 
told Samuel that the people had not rejected him but God. He told Samuel to 
heed their request but warn them about how their king would exploit them. 

5. Briefly summarize what the king would do to the Hebrews (8:10-22). 
Why were the people unconcerned? What did they think the king would do 
for their benefit? 

He would tax their wealth and families and oppress everyone. They were not 
concerned, believing the king would fight their battles for them. 

6. What is the reader’s first impression of Saul (9:1-2)? Does this make for a 
sound ruler? Explain. 

He is physically appealing, powerful and handsome. Looks don’t make the 
man. 

7. Why was Saul surprised to hear Samuel speak to him with such respect 
(9:3-27)? 

Saul was of a small tribe and an unimportant family. He was still humble.  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8. Three signs were to be given to Saul to verify his anointing as king. What 
were they (10:1-8)? 

• verse 2: informed his donkeys were found 

• verse 4: given two loaves of bread 

• verse 6: Spirit of the Lord would enable him to prophesy 

9. How did Saul get a new heart (10:9-16)? What secret did Saul keep from 
his uncle? 

God gave it to him, upon his obedience. He did not mention that Samuel had 
anointed him Israel’s first human king. 

10. What do you think of the rebels’ attitude about Saul (10:17-27)? 

Maybe it is correct.Why should a man lead and save us when God has 
always fought for us? 

11. How did Saul muster the people together to battle (11:1-15)? 

He showed his authority, strength and determination by tearing apart a yoke 
of oxen and sending them throughout Israel as a sign of his rule and will. 

12. How did Saul show a generosity that would leave him later in life? 

He forbade the execution of the rebels. 

13. What caused the people to renew their fear of both Samuel and God 
(12:1-25)? 

Samuel requested and received a sign of thunder and rain to show that the 
people were in sin. 

14. What promise did Samuel make them if they left God? 

God would sweep away both them and their king.  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Lesson 2: The Reign of Saul Begins
First Samuel 13-16

1. How did Saul get Israel in dire straits (First Samuel 13:1-7)? 

After reigning about two years according to the NKJV, Saul got Israel into 
war with the Philistines. 

2. How late was Samuel in arriving at Gilgal (13:8-15)? 

He came on the appointed day, but not in time for anxious Saul. 

3. How did Saul disappoint Samuel? What did Saul offer as an excuse for 
his action? How did Samuel punish Saul’s exercise in situation ethics? 

He exercised the function of a priest, though he was not a Levite. Saul 
complained that it was everyone’s fault but his: the people were scared and 
scattered, Samuel was late,The Philistines were being mean. He argued that 
the situation demanded an amendment to God’s law. He condemned it and 
promised to take away his crown. 

4. What advantage did the Philistines have over the Hebrews (13:16-23)? 

They had iron weapons. 

5. Who was Jonathan (14:1-14)? What was his plan? 

Jonathan, Saul’s son, planned to take advantage of the terrain and kill some 
Philistines. 

6. Did Saul or Jonathan win the battle for Israel that day, as the people 
expected when they pleaded for a king (14:15-23)? Explain. 

No, God saved Israel. 

7. Why was Saul foolish in making Israel vow not to eat on this day 
(14:24-52)? Should Jonathan have been killed? 

It weakened the men who were fighting so that the spoil could have been 
much larger. If Saul’s unlawful law were obeyed, yes, but this oath was 
foolish and Jonathan had proven himself just.  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8. Why was God going to punish Amalek (15:1-9)? 

They were to be punished for ambushing Israel as she escaped Egypt. 

9. What false claim did Saul make about his faithfulness in the Amalek 
battle (15:10-23)? How did Samuel respond? Whom did Saul blame for this 
“oversight”? 

He claimed to have performed all God’s will. He asked why he heard sheep 
and oxen if they were all killed as commanded. Saul blamed the people for 
sparing the best animals. 

10. What did the tearing of Samuel’s robe symbolize (15:24-31)? 

God was tearing Israel from Saul and giving it to another man. 

11. Agag thought time had saved him (15:32-35). How did Samuel punish 
Saul? 

No, Samuel hacked him to pieces. Samuel never visited Saul again. 

12. What caused Samuel to consider Eliab as the next king (16:1-13)? Why 
did God reject Samuel’s judgment? 

Samuel was impressed by Eliab’s physical appearance, but God rejected 
such a standard for He looks at the heart instead of the outward 
appearance. 

13. Whom did Samuel anoint as king? How was he described? 

Samuel anointed David, who was ruddy, young, bright-eyed, handsome and 
a shepherd. 

14. hat was Saul’s new problem(16:14-23) W? How did he seek relief? 

Saul was troubled by a distressing spirit from God. David was to relieve it 
with his music.  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Lesson 3: David and Goliath
First Samuel 17

1. What is a “champion” (First Samuel 17:1-11)? Who was the Philistines’ 
champion? In your own words, describe how Goliath must have appeared to 
his enemies that day. 

Goliath was the Philistines’ champion, a warrior selected to represent a 
cause. He was a most formidable sight and surely looked invincible, 
dwarfing even King Saul. 

2. What were the terms of Goliath’s challenge? How did Saul and his armies 
respond? 

He challenged the Hebrews to send their own champion. The loser would 
serve the winner. They were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

3. How long did Goliath continue challenging Israel (17:12-19)? Which of 
Jesse’s sons were there and could have accepted it? 

Goliath challenged Israel for 40 days but men like Eliab, Abinadab and 
Shammah did not respond. 

4. What was the reward to the man who could defeat Goliath (17:20-30)? 

a. riches 

b. king’s daughter for a wife 

c. tax exemption 

5. Why was Eliab angry with David? What did David say in return? 

He heard David seemingly musing about the battle and believed David was 
neglecting his real work to fantasize in insolence and pride and watch real 
men fight. “What have I done wrong? Is there not a cause?”  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6. What offer did David make King Saul (17:31-44)? Why did Saul argue 
with him? 

David offered to defend Israel against Goliath but Saul thought him too 
young and inexperienced. 

7. What did David have that Goliath and most of Israel seemingly lacked? 

Faith in God. 

8. What did the Philistine think of David? 

He was insulted that Israel would send out a child to fight him. He thought 
he would dispose of the lad rather quickly. 

9. What lesson did David plan to teach Israel that day (17:45-51)? 

He planned to show them that the Lord does not save by sword and spear, 
but faith and trust. 

10. How did David succeed (Hebrews 11:1-2, 32-34)? 

He slung a single stone that felled Goliath and severed his head with a 
sword, all by faith. 

11. What did David’s courage do for Israel (17:52-58)? 

It encouraged them to fight and win. Saul was soon to be discouraged, 
though.  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Lesson 4: Saul Persecutes David
First Samuel 18-20

1. Describe the relationship between Jonathan and David (First Samuel 
18:1-4). 

They were best friends and would do anything for one another. 

2. What made Saul angry and jealous (18:5-11)? 

The people praised David more than him, especially in a song, “Saul has 
slain his thousands, And David his ten thousands.” 

3. What prophetic question did Saul ask himself about David? 

“Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 

4. How did Saul repay David who played music to calm his distressing 
spirit? 

He threw a spear at him. 

5. What made Israel love David and Saul hate him (18:12-16)? 

The Lord had left Saul and was blessing David instead, who acted wisely in 
his work. 

6. What was Saul’s hope regarding the marriage of David to Michal, his 
daughter (18:17-30)? 

He hoped she would ensnare him and he would be overcome by the 
Philistines.  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7. What was the dowry David had to provide for Michal? 

The dowry was 100 Philistine foreskins. 

8. How did Jonathan help David (19:1-10)? 

He tried to persuade Saul not to kill him by reminding him of David’s 
service to God, Israel and Saul himself. 

9. How did Michal feel about David (19:11-17)? 

She truly loved him at this point and protected him from her father. 

10. To whom did David go to seek refuge from Saul (19:18-22)? 

David sought refuge with Samuel and his school of prophets. 

11. What caused the people to ask if Saul was also among the prophets 
(19:23-24)? 

The Spirit of the Lord caused him to prophesy and lay down naked all day 
and night. 

12. Why was Jonathan siding with David against his own father (20:1-23)? 

He loved David and shared his honor and concern for justice. He knew his 
father was wrong. 

13. Was Saul ignorant of Jonathan’s attitude (20:24-42)? What was Jonathan 
risking by helping David? 

Saul knew that Jonathan had taken David’s side, thus endangering his own 
claim to the throne of the kingdom.  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Lesson 5: David’s Flight and Fight
First Samuel 21-24

1. Was David being honest with the priest (First Samuel 21:1-9)? Was he 
right in the way he was doing things? Was it lawful for David and his men to 
eat this bread (Leviticus 24:5-9)? 

No, he was lying, and that is never right. It was not lawful for David’s men 
to eat this bread, which was reserved for the priests. This event was raised 
by Jesus against the Philistines who justified David’s act while condemning 
the disciples for plucking heads of grain while hungry (Matthew 12). 

2. Whose sword did he take? 

He took the sword of Goliath. 

3. What deception did David employ in Gath (21:10-15)? 

He pretended he was mad by scratching on the doors and drooling into his 
beard. 

4. Why did David gain such a following while he hid in the cave at Adullam 
(22:1-10)? 

The people who were in distress, in debt and discontented with Saul’s 
administration were hopeful he would lead them out of the oppression they 
brought on themselves. 

5. How did Saul try to get information out of his people? What did Doeg 
reveal to Saul? 

Saul tried to make them feel guilty and sympathetic toward him. Doeg 
revealed that the priest had helped David. 

6. Why did Saul have the priests murdered (22:11-23)? 

He accused them of conspiring against him by helping David. 

7. Who escaped? How did David react to the news? 

Abiathar escaped to tell David, who felt guilty for implicating the priests by 
seeking their aid. He promised to protect the survivor.  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8. Why were David and his men concerned about going to fight the 
Philistines (23:1-12)? 

They were afraid to reveal their position to Saul and be caught with enemies 
on both sides. 

9. Who was protecting David (23:13-18)? 

Jonathan and God. 

10. Who decided to betray David’s hiding place (23:19-23)? 

The Ziphites would betray him. 

11. How close was Saul to capturing David (23:24-29)? What news kept 
Saul from continuing his pursuit of David? 

They were on opposite sides of the same mountain. Saul was turned away 
when he learned the Philistines had invaded Israel. 

12. How close were Saul and David (24:1-7)? 

Saul went in to relieve himself in the very cave where David was hiding. 

13. What did David do instead of killing his pursuer? Why did he not take 
advantage of the situation to kill the king? 

David cut off a corner from Saul’s robe but would not kill him, for he was 
the Lord’s anointed. 

14. What false report was Saul heeding about David (24:8-15)? How did 
David try to prove the report was false? 

He believed men who told him that David sought his harm. David pointed 
out that he could have killed Saul in the cave. 

15. What did Saul realize and confess (24:16-22)? 

He confessed that he had behaved poorly toward David and that the young 
man surely would be king.  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Lesson 6: Abigail and David
First Samuel 25

1. Whose death occasions this lamentation and grief (First Samuel 25:1)? 

Samuel’s. 

2. Describe Nabal and Abigail (25:2-13). 

Nabal was very rich, harsh and evil in his doings, though he was descended 
from Caleb. Abigail was of good understanding and beautiful appearance. 

3. What had David done for Nabal without the latter knowing? What did 
David now ask in return? 

David had not harmed the man’s shepherds, nor stolen from the flock, 
though hungry. David now asked the kindness to be repaid with some sheep. 

4. How did Nabal respond? How did David react to this? 

He refused and David decided to plunder Nabal and his household. 

5. What did one of Nabal’s servants do (25:14-17)? 

He told Abigail what Nabal, that scoundrel, had done. 

6. What did Abigail do (25:18-22)? 

She prepared to take food to David and his men, that they would not have to 
plunder Nabal’s land. 
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7. What sin did Abigail prevent David from committing (25:23-31)? 

She kept him from taking vengeance, which belongs to God, and murdering 
Nabal and the others. 

8. Few men of this day would have heeded a woman, especially in the heat 
of impulse and battle. How did David react to Abigail’s brave entreaty 
(25:32-35)?  

He heeded her advice and thanked her for preventing him from taking 
vengeance on Nabal. 

9. How did Nabal die (25:36-38)? 

It is apparent that he had a heart attack or stroke at the news that she had 
narrowly kept David from slaughtering his house. He lived another ten days 
and then was struck again and died. 

10. How did David repay Abigail’s kindness once she was widowed 
(25:39-44)? Was this entirely right of him to do? Explain. 

David married Abigail and another woman, which naturally made his real 
wife, Michal, jealous and angry.  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Lesson 7: Saul’s Downfall
First Samuel 26-28

1. Who betrayed David’s position (First Samuel 26:1-12)? How much had 
Saul’s remorse meant when David showed him the corner of Saul’s robe? 

The Ziphites betrayed him again. Saul’s earlier remorse was meaningless. 

2. What advice did Abishai give David? Why did David refuse? 

He told David that this was his chance to kill the king, offering to do it 
himself. David refused because it would be a sin to kill the Lord’s anointed 
this way. 

3. What did David do instead? Why? 

He took the spear and water jug from near Saul’s head to prove he was 
there. 

4. How did Saul respond when David revealed that he could have killed him 
again (26:13-21)? 

Once again Saul showed remorse for pursuing David. 

5. What did David ask in return for sparing Saul a second time (26:22-25)? 

He asked that Saul value his life and not seek to take it anymore. 

6. What did David plan to do (27:1-7)? Why? 

David planned to flee to Philistia because he thought he could not elude 
Saul any longer. 

7. How long did David dwell in Ziklag? 

One year and four months. 

8. Explain David’s dishonest deception to Achish (27:8-12). 

He was raiding the enemies of Judah while pretending to be attacking parts 
of Judah itself. He killed innocent people to prevent them from telling on 
him. Achish believed that the Jews would hate David and that he would have 
to stay in Philistia forever.  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9. What demand did Achish make of David when the Philistines threatened 
Israel (28:1-6)? Did David agree? 

He demanded that David make war on his own country, which the lad 
agreed to do. 

10. Who had Saul expelled from Israel? 

He expelled the mediums and spiritists. 

11. Why was Saul now afraid? 

He feared the Philistines and God would not answer his entreaties by dream 
or prophet. 

12. When God would not speak to him, to whom did Saul go (28:7-19)? 
Why did he disguise himself when going to her? What did he ask her to do? 

He asked for a medium to consult and found one at En Dor. He was 
breaking his own law and disobeying God by asking her to conduct a séance 
and raise Samuel to instruct him. 

13. Whom did Saul ask to see? How did the medium react when he 
appeared? 

Saul asked to see Samuel, whose appearance startled the medium who was 
not used to a séance really working. It started out as trickery but God made 
it real. 

14. Why had God left Saul? What did Samuel prophesy concerning the 
battle with the Philistines and Saul’s sons? 

God left because Saul had failed to obey God. Israel would be delivered to 
the Philistines and Saul’s sons would join Samuel in death. 

15. How did Saul react (28:20-25)? 

He was frightened and disheartened.  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Lesson 8: David’s Rise
First Samuel 29-31 and First Chronicles 10

1. How far did Achish trust David (First Samuel 29:1-11)? Why? 

Achish trusted David completely because he had seen no dishonor in David 
since his defection. 

2. How did David escape the pain of fighting against Israel? 

The princes of the Philistines did not trust him in battle, fearing he would 
turn on them. He was to be sent back to his home. 

3. What had happened to their city since leaving for the battle (30:1-6)? 
Why should there have been no Amalekites around to do this anyway (see 
First Samuel 15:1-9)? 

The Amalekites had invaded the city, burned it and plundered its goods and 
women. Saul was supposed to lead the Hebrews to destroy completely the 
Amalekites after a victorious battle with them. He let some live and now they 
were troubling David. 

4. What service did the Amalekite’s Egyptian servant provide (30:7-15)? 
What did he ask in return? 

The servant agreed to take David to the plunderers provided that he would 
be spared and not returned to his master. 

5. In what mood did David find the raiders (30:16-20)? 

They were joyous at their plunder of David’s city, eating, drinking and 
dancing with glee. 

6. How did David end up profiting from the experience? 

Yes, he plundered the raiders’ spoils from other cities.  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7. How did some of David’s wicked followers want to treat the weary men 
who had stayed behind in Brook Besor (30:21-31)? 

They wanted to deny them part of the booty, though their weariness was not 
laziness but the result of diligent service. 

8. What principle became a statute in Israel that day? 

He who guards the supplies should share equally with him who actually 
fights the battle. 

9. To whom did David send a gift? 

His friends and the elders of Judah, who would later crown him king of 
Israel. 

10. Who had prophesied this event (31:1-3)? 

Samuel, from beyond the grave. 

11. What happened to Saul (31:4-6)? What did he ask his armor bearer? Did 
his armor bearer comply? How did Saul die? 

Saul was hit by a Philistine arrow and knew he was dying. He asked his 
armor bearer to kill him that he be not tortured and killed by the Philistines. 
His armor bearer was afraid and refused. Saul committed suicide by falling 
on a sword. 

12. What happened to Jonathan, David’s friend? 

He was also killed in battle. 

13. What happened to Saul’s body and his armor (31:7-13; see also First 
Samuel 11:1-11)? How did the Hebrew people react to his death? 

His head was severed as a proof of his death and his armor was taken to the 
idol’s temple as a trophy. The people were afraid and fled their cities, 
leaving them to the Philistines. The citizens of Jabesh Gilead delivered the 
bodies of the royal family and burned them honorably.  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Lesson 9: David Becomes King
Second Samuel 1-5 and First Chronicles 11-12

1. What news did the young Amalekite bring David (Second Samuel 
1:1-10)? What did he offer as proof it was true? 

The young man brought news that Saul and Jonathan were dead, proving it 
by showing him Saul’s crown and bracelet. The young man claimed to have 
killed Saul himself. 

2. Was the Amalekite telling the whole truth? Why do you think he told this 
story? 

The Amalekite probably thought he would obtain David’s favor by falsely 
claiming to have killed David’s nemesis. 

3. Why did the people weep and mourn, understanding that it was a wicked 
and oppressive man who had died (1:11-16)? 

They wept for Israel and that God’s anointed had been killed. They also 
wept for the innocents who had died. 

4. How did David challenge the Amalekite’s claim to have killed the Lord’s 
anointed? 

He asked him how he was not afraid to put forth his hand to kill Saul. 

5. What became of the young Amalekite? Why did this happen to him 
ultimately? 

Ultimately, he was executed for pretending so well to have killed the king. 

6. Why didn’t David declare a time of rejoicing in Israel over Saul’s demise 
(1:17-27)? How did he instruct Israel to behave? 

Far from rejoicing, David told Israel to mourn the loss of their king and his 
son. David, too, mourned the loss of a good friend. 

7. What did the house of Judah do for David (2:1-7)? What did he do for 
Jabesh Gilead? 

Judah anointed David to be the next king of Israel while David praised the 
men of Jabesh Gilead for repaying the kindness Saul had once shown them.  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8. Whom did Abner anoint as king (2:8-11)? Why? How was Israel divided 
during this time? 

Abner, Saul’s military commander, anointed Saul’s surviving son, 
Ishbosheth, as king, because the lad was in line for the throne. All Israel 
recognized Ishbosheth as their king, while only Judah served David. 

9. How were Abner’s men defeated by David’s (2:12-17)? 

Abner and Joab sent their young men to battle each other with swords. 
Joab’s Jews beat Abner’s Benjamites. 

10. How did Abner incite the Jews’ anger further (2:18-32)? 

He killed Asahel with a sword and caused Judah to pursue him and kill 
many more Benjamites. 

11. How did Abner anger Ishbosheth (3:1-21)? How did Abner respond to 
the king’s rebuke? 

Abner had one of Saul’s concubines. When Ishbosheth rebuked him, Abner 
promised to make certain David became the undisputed king. 

12. Why did Joab kill Abner (3:22-39)? 

Abner had killed their brother, Asahel, and Joab also believed that Abner 
was trying to deceive David and gain advantage for Ishbosheth. 

13. How did Ishbosheth respond to Abner’s demise (4:1-8)? What became of 
Ishbosheth? 

Ishbosheth lost heart for Abner was the power behind the crown. As he 
mourned on his bed at noon, men entered his home and assassinated him. 

14. How did David reward the assassins (4:9-12)? 

He had them executed for their crime. 

15. What divine prophecy did the people recall as they anointed David king 
(5:1-5)? 

God said that David would “shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over 
Israel.” 

16. Why was David now so successful against the Philistines (5:6-25)? 

He was fighting by faith.  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Lesson 10: David’s Successes
Second Samuel 6-10 and First Chronicles 13-19

1. Who drove the cart on which the ark was transported (Second Samuel 
6:1-8)? 

Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinidab. 

2. Why was it permissible for Israel to use mechanical instruments of music 
in their worship? 

Instruments of music in worship were used under the Old Testament, but are 
nowhere authorized, exemplified or implied in the New Testament church. 
Instruments of music started to appear in the texts that described worship 
after David’s reign (First Chronicles 16:37-43, 25:1-12, 35:15; Ezra 3:10). 
At the very least, God winked at instrumental music in Old Testament 
worship and at the most, he wholeheartedly approved it, either as a Davidic 
innovation or an inspired evolution of the art form. 

3. Why did Uzzah reach out his hand to catch the ark? Why was God angry, 
when Uzzah was just trying to help? 

The oxen had stumbled. God was angry because touching the ark showed a 
lack of respect for God’s will regarding moving the ark (Exodus 25:14, 15; 
Numbers 4:15). 

4. How did David react to God’s punishment of Uzzah after his anger 
(6:9-15)? Is this the way God intended people to react to this event? 
Explain. 

David was angry at first, then afraid of God. God wants us to respect his 
law. 

5. How did David behave as the ark came up out of the house of Obed-
Edom? 

He danced with all his might before the ark. 

6. What did his wife, Michal, think of his behavior (6:16-23)? Why? 

She despised him because she perceived he was showing off for the ladies. 

7. What was bothering King David (7:1-11)? What did Nathan tell him to 
do? 

David was bothered that he dwelt in a grand house while the ark of God was 
only in a tent.  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8. Why did God object to David’s idea? 

God objected because it was not His will that David should build him a 
house. David was being presumptuous and substituting his wishes and 
concept of glory for God’s prerogative. 

9. This prophecyin Second Samuel 7:12-28 has certain messianic overtones. 
What kingdom did God establish that would never be shaken? 

The church is the kingdom of prophecy. 

10. Why was David such a successful warrior (8:1-18)? 

The Lord was preserving him. 

11. Why did David call for Mephibosheth (9:1-13)? What disability did he 
have? How did he get this way (see 4:4)? 

He wanted to honor someone from Saul’s house in the memory of Jonathan. 
Mephibosheth was lame in both his feet from a fall while fleeing after the 
death of Saul and his father Jonathan. 

12. What kindness did David do for him? 

He restored the land of Saul to him and allowed him to eat at the king’s table 
forever. 

13. Why did David send some representatives to Ammon (10:1-8)? What did 
Hanun’s advisors tell him? 

David sent his men to comfort Hanun after his father’s death, but the 
princes of Ammon told the king that they were probably spies. 

14. What did Hanun do with the emissaries?  

Hanun captured them, shaved off half their beards and garments and sent 
them back to David. They were greatly ashamed. 

15. How did Hanun’s bad advice come back to haunt Ammon (10:9-14)? 

Ammon was defeated by Israel in battle and Syria became afraid to help 
them anymore.  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Lesson 11: David and Bathsheba
Second Samuel 11-12 and First Chronicles 20

1. Why is it not a good sign that David stayed behind while his people were 
at war, when it was customary for kings to go out to battle (Second Samuel 
11:1)? Of what was it a sign? 

It was a sign that David was becoming too regal to be a good king and was 
growing dependent upon others to do the real work of God. 

2. Was it sinful to walk on his roof (11:2-5)? What mistake did David make 
when he noticed Bathsheba bathing across the way? 

It was not sinful to walk on the roof, but when he saw the naked woman, he 
should have looked away and gotten out of there before the temptation to 
behold her became too great. 

3. What subsequent information should have terminated any interest David 
had in her? 

She was the wife of Uriah the Hittite. 

4. Had she not gotten pregnant, would David’s adultery have been any less 
sinful (see also First Thessalonians 4:1-8)? 

No. 

5. Why didn’t Uriah go to his house as David instructed (11:6-13)? How was 
Uriah putting David to shame, without realizing? 

Uriah would not go to his house while Israel was off at war. Uriah was 
acting honorably after David had slept with his wife while he and Israel 
were at war. 

6. Explain whether David was guilty of murder (11:14-21)? 

Yes, he instigated a conspiracy to have Uriah killed. 

7. Why wasn’t God pleased that David had decided to take care of a poor 
pregnant widow (11:22-27)? 

The matter that David did was evil in the eyes of the Lord.  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8. What had changed David since he fought Goliath and killed him by faith? 

Power and pride. 

9. Who was Nathan (12:1-6)? What type of teaching method was he using in 
this passage: parable, analogy or illustration? 

Nathan was David’s most trusted prophet. He was teaching by parable. 

10. Did David immediately understand that this story was not real as told? 
How did he react to Nathan’s tale? 

David apparently did not understand this was a parable, but decreed that 
the man who killed the lamb should die because he showed no pity. 

11. How did Nathan respond to David’s condemnation of the lamb killer 
(12:7-12)? 

He said, “Thou art the man.” 

12. What prophecy about David’s lineage did Nathan make? 

He prophesied that the sword would never depart from his house. 

13. Do people ever really get away with “secret sins”? Why, or why not 
(Numbers 32:23, Hebrews 4:11-13)? 

Never, because there are no secrets from God. 

14. Why was Bathsheba’s child going to die (12:13-19)? Was the child being 
punished for the sins of his father? 

Because David had given the enemies of God cause to blaspheme. The child 
was not being punished; David was. 

15. How did David act while the child was ill (12:20-25)? How did he act 
after the child died? 

David wept and pleaded for his life while he lived, but began to recover 
when the child died. 

16. Why did Joab call David to come when Rabbah was about to fall 
(12:26-31; see also First Chronicles 20:1-3)? 

King David should have been there as a conqueror and had to be called, lest 
Joab be seen as the conqueror.  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Lesson 12: Absalom’s Rebellion
Second Samuel 13-19

1. What was bothering Amnon (Second Samuel 13:1-6)? Whose idea was it 
to trick David and Tamar with a feigned illness? 
He loved his sister Tamar and desperately wanted her as his wife. Jonadab, 
the king’s nephew, came up with the plan. 
2. What did he ask of his sister (13:7-14)? How did she respond? How did 
Amnon react then? 
He asked her to lie with him, but she refused. Amnon raped her. 
3. How did Amnon treat his beloved sister when the deed was done 
(13:15-20; see also Deuteronomy 22:28-29)? 
He hated her more than he had formerly loved her and sent her away. 
4. What was Absalom’s opinion of Amnon (13:21-27)? 
He hated Amnon for raping Tamar. 
5. Who comforted David when he was told that all his sons were dead 
(13:28-39)? 
Jonadab, Absalom’s adviser. 
6. Joab tried to imitate Nathan by enlisting a woman of Tekoa to teach 
David a lesson (14:1-21). What was the aim of Joab’s plan? Did it work? 
He wants David to forgive Absalom and bring him back. The plan 
succeeded. 
7. What stipulation did David add to Absalom’s return (14:22-24)? 
He did not want to see Absalom. 
8. Why was Absalom popular (14:25-33)? How did he get Joab’s attention? 
What did he want from Joab? 
He was more handsome than anyone in Israel. He had his servants set 
Joab’s field of barley on fire because he wanted Joab to approach the king 
about an audience. 
9. How did Absalom subvert Israel (15:1-12)? 
He loitered in the gate, telling people that he would make a better king than 
David. He sent spies throughout the nation and arranged for a revolution to 
topple his father.  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10. What did David do when he heard about the conspiracy (15:13-23)? 

He decided to flee the city. 

11. Why was David weeping (15:24-37)? 

He wept for his nation, knowing that his sin and weak faith had brought on 
much of this misery. He wept for it was his own son who was intriguing 
against him. He wept because Nathan’s sword prophecy would probably 
take Absalom, too. 

12. How did Shimei treat David (16:1-14)? Why? 

Shimei was a descendant of Saul who cursed David and tried to stone him, 
blaming David for the fall of the house of Benjamin. 

13. What advice did Ahithophel give Absalom (16:15-23)? 

He told him to go into his father’s concubines to make the break with David 
permanent. 

14. Whose advice was better–Hushai’s or Ahithophel’s (17:1-29)? Why? 

Ahithophel’s was better, for allowing David time to strengthen his cause 
would ultimately cost Absalom’s his rebellion. God did not want David 
killed, though. 

15. How did Absalom die (18:1-33)? How did David react to his enemy’s 
demise? 

Although commanded to deal gently with him, Joab thrust him through the 
heart with three spears when he found him hanging from a tree. David wept 
bitterly, wishing he had died instead. 

16. In what way did Joab rebuke David (19:1-14)? 

He rebuked him for acting like he had lost the war and making it seem like 
he would have traded all his allies’ lives for Absalom’s. 

17. David now deals with a series of men (19:15-43). List them. 

 verses 15-23: Shimei verses 31-39: Barzillai (First Kings 2:7) 

 verses 24-30: Mephibosheth verses 40-41: Chimham 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Lesson 13: David’s Decline
Second Samuel 20-24 and First Chronicles 21-25

1. How was Israel divided again (Second Samuel 20:1-13)? 

The family of Saul, the Benjamites, led all Israel, save for David’s tribe of 
Judah, to rebel against David. 

2. Why did David swear off his concubines? 

Absalom had shared them and returning to them would be a worse 
abomination than even adultery. 

3. Why did Joab kill Amasa? How did this become a stumbling block? 

Joab perceived Amasa was a rival for his position with the king. His body 
wallowed in blood on the road, psychologically preventing the people from 
following Joab in David’s service. 

4. How was Sheba’s rebellion ended (20:14-26)? 

The people of the city where he hid refused to perish in order to protect him; 
they turned on Sheba and severed his head. 

5. Why was Israel facing famine (21:1-14)? 

God was punishing them for mistreating the Gibeonites and breaking a vow 
to protect them. 

6. What did the Gibeonites ask as recompense for this mistreatment? How 
was their request honored by David and by God? 

They asked for seven descendants of Saul to be hung in their presence, 
which when done, ended the punishment by God.. 

7. How did David draw Saul’s dynasty to a close? 

He retrieved the bones of Saul, Jonathan and the other Benjamites of that 
family and buried them together. 
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8. What was meant by “lest you quench the lamp of Israel” (21:15-22)? 

The people did not want David to risk himself in battle anymore. 

9. Which psalm records the song in Second Samuel 22:1-51? What is its 
theme? 

Psalm 18 records most of this song about God’s deliverance.. 

10. How does the historian refer to David (23:1-7)? 

He was the man raised up on high, the anointed of God, the sweet psalmist 
of Israel. 

11. Why did David refuse to drink the water his men brought him (23:8-39)? 

Because his careless words had caused them to risk their lives for it. 

12. Some sin was involved in this census, though the text does not clarify 
what it was ((24:1-10; see also First Chronicles 21:1-17). Nonetheless, how 
did David react now when he found himself wanting before God? 

He confesses his sin and prays for mercy. 

13. What choices did Gad give David (24:11-16)? Which did he select? 

a. seven years of famine 

b. three months of flight 

c. three days of plague, which David chose 

14. Why did David object to Araunah’s offer to give him what he wanted for 
nothing (24:17-25)? 

He refused to offer a sacrifice that actually cost him nothing  

15. What pending project seems to have consumed the rest of David’s life 
(First Chronicles 22:2-25:29)? 

David was consumed with preparing things for Solomon’s construction of 
the temple.  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